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In French-speaking Africa: No major or very important 
investments in HIS yet...
Less fragmented environment than developed countries, 
but :

• Digital information system in the field of healthcare is experiencing a 
particular boom in recent years

• The tools are recommended and deployed by health programs, 
especially at the request of supranational organizations without any 
analysis

• A potential desintegrated structure is real and therefore, should be 
dealt with, hence the importance of HIS-InteroperabilityFramework
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• Several countries are beginning to develop national 
HIS and digital heatlh strategies
• Some recommend the development of inter-agency HIS
• Other only undertake recommendations on few norms or standards

• Issues related to interoperability are being addressed 
through some sub-regional trainings
• Example : Inter-University Diploma in e-Health : «Innovation and 

Pratices in Health»
• E-Health «Café» in Senegal 
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Perspectives 
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Gabon

R28: Draft the interoperability framework and basic methodological documents for integration into the 
ENSG. Validate the interoperability obligations through regulations.
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Gabon’s HIS-IF
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• Training / Awareness
• Scoping Study
• Framework development
• Implementation 

• Drafting of the chapter of interoperability of Tender Document Offer 
(TDO)

• « Projecthaton » in Gabon with selected vendors
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Gabon’s HIS-IF : four main steps
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Mali 

R13: Develop a first version of HIS-IF focused on data consistency from community health and 
hospitals information systems.

R14:  Require by regulation that HIS-IF VO be integrated at all levels of management and 
specifications in health data processing projects.

Require in a regulatory manner that the CI-SIS V0 be integrated into any new specifications concerning projects on the processing of health data
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Togo

Existence of fragmented non-
interoperable tools

Set up national norms and standards (technological and semantic) 
when designing and implementing HIS. This can be realized with the 
application of a system of referencing and a compliance mechanism 
adapted in the projects and tools, and approved in the framework of 
the activities of the National Center of Telemedecine.

Set up repositories and standards (technological and semantic) at the national level for health information systems
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How to Set up IHE-Africa ?
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• Set up a regional technical committee on this issue
• Seal a formal collaboration between this committee 

and IHE-Europe 
• Find the financial means 

• To train the african experts 
• To carry out awareness-raising and communication activities
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How to Set up IHE-Africa ?
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• Advancing Digital Health and Information Systems in 
Healthcare in Africa
• Development of health information systems based on sound 

interoperability framework and analysis is fundamental. This allows 
countries to avoid the mistakes experienced by developed ones due 
to fragmented applications at the beginning of digitization of their 
healthcare systems

• Africa should learn from those countries which continue to better their 
system with cutting-edge technology

• HIS-IF must be opposable by laws,... but must be remain open
• In this context an IHE-Africa organization would be a 

major asset.
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Conclusion 
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